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1.0 – The purpose of our Consultation Statement  
 
As required under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 , Sandon and Burston 
Parish Council, being the qualifying body,  has involved those residents, businesses and other 
stakeholders who chose to be involved and/or those with an interest in our Parish in the preparatory 
stages of our Neighbourhood Plan . 
 
Part 5, Section 15.(2) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 states that a 
Consultation Statement should include the following; 
 
(a)contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan; 
 
(b)explains how they were consulted; 
 
( c)summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 
 
(d)describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed in 
the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 
 
This Statement sets out the chronological order of events and contacts. It lists the activities 
in which the local community has been involved and the ongoing work of the Working Party. The 
aim of the consultation has been to ensure that there is as widespread as possible 
understanding of the reasons for and content of our Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
2.0 - Background 
 
Following the presentation given by Stafford Borough Council of the 3rd March 2011 on the subject 
of Neighbourhood planning, and their subsequent invitation to all Parish Councils to go away and 
consider the question of preparation of Parish Neighbourhood Plans, 
Our Parish Council, at its subsequent meeting of the 9th March 2011, commenced a discussion on 
Neighbourhood Planning in respect of Sandon and Burston. 
 
At our Parish Council meeting of the 13th April 2011, we resolved to move forward and consider the 
formulation of a Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish, commencing our ‘Parish Conversation’, which 
effectively ran and remained open until the end of 2013. 
At this point we set up a Neighbourhood Plan Working Party made up of Council members to 
provide a clear focus, coordination and management of this process. 
 
3.0 – Our Consultation Process 
 
3.1 – 13th July 2011 

Parish Maps were distributed to all Working Party members for wider distribution and 
discussion in our Parish, asking the question ‘what would Parishioners like to see in terms of the 
future of our Parish, including development, facilities, conservation etc’. 

 
3.2 – 9th November 2011 
          Following initial discussions and consultation with our Parishioners, a number of possible 
          Proposals were tabled upon the Parish Maps to our Council. 
          Our Parish Council proposed to place advertisements in the Compass magazine and to hold a  
          public display and discussion with the entire Parish early in 2012. 
          Working Party members to meet and consult with the Sandon Estate, being the single majority 
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 land and property owner in our Parish, and as such, of overwhelming importance to this     
process in all regards. 

 
3.3 – 12th January 2012  
          Meeting held with Stafford Borough Council Forward Planning Department, proving useful in 
          both discussing and progressing our Neighbourhood Plan further. 
 
3.4 – 13th January 2012 
          Meeting held with Lord Harrowby to discuss a Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish and the key 
          role of the Sandon Estate within the same etc. 

Lord Harrowby stated that he welcomed the opportunity to be involved with the creation of a 
Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish, stating further that this is an opportunity that is of benefit 
to both the long term sustainability of the Estate and Parish alike. 
Lord Harrowby discussed how the Estate could be involved and assist further, and also a 
number of potential Estate areas and buildings that could be integrated into such a Plan for 
the Parish. 
It was resolved that henceforth, Mr Duncan, the Sandon Estate Manger would act on Lord 
Harrowby’s behalf in respect of this process. 
 

3.5 – 14th March 2012 
Having now consulted with the single majority land and property owner in the Parish, and 
conducted an initial degree of consultation with our Parishioners, we were now in a position 
to produce an initial framework to be used as a consultation tool to enable and commence a 
comprehensive and inclusive consultation with the Parish in its entirety. 

 
We therefore resolved to organise an open Public Meeting to both publicise, discuss and 
move forward with the concept of and proposal to create a Neighbourhood Plan for this 
Parish, and to present all of the information and ideas to date, using the framework we had 
produced, to enable more meaningful discussion, debate, ideas and concerns from all 
residents and stakeholders attending on what they would like to see and how they saw our 
Parish evolving going forward etc. 
We provisionally set a date of the 5th April 2012. 
Notices were posted in the Village Notice Boards  to advertise the Public Meeting, flyers left at 
Sandon Village Stores, the Post Office and also distributed by hand to every property within 
the Parish to ensure all our Parishioners were included, giving them the opportunity to both 
attend and participate if they so desired. 

 
3.6 – 5th April 2012 

Our first Public Meeting held at Sandon Parish Room, seeing a good turnout from Parishioners 
and Stakeholders alike, being some 49 Parishioners, 3 Parish Councillors, 2 Local Authority 
Councillors and the Sandon Estate Manager. 
 
 Presentations were made and a very positive and healthy conversation and debate followed 
looking at all aspects of a Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish, including, areas of concern, 
what it may include, how they could be more involved and how we could together take our 
Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish further etc. 
A number of parties expressed that they would go away and come back to us with their 
thoughts and ideas at the next Parish Council Meeting. 
Whilst some Parishioners raised a number of concerns, quite a number of attendees were 
supportive of a Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish and endorsing the work done to date, 
wishing to be actively involved in the next stages. 
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At the end of this Meeting, having heard and discussed all matters raised, and with all 
attendees still present, our Parish Council took a Vote and resolved to continue with our 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Following what was overall, a very positive response to the idea of a Neighbourhood Plan for 
our Parish, and also to all the work done to date, with a whole host of ideas and 
recommendations resulting from the recent meetings, we resolved to continue and progress 
this Plan. 
We resolved that all the available Plans and Documents would be made freely available 
throughout the Parish, along with questionnaires and response forms to invite any and all 
comments and suggestions at any time, in any regard from everybody, and that all such 
information would be regularly updated as progress was made and further guidance issued 
from the Local Authority, Central Government etc. 
 
We resolved that these would be made available at all the community hubs, being Sandon 
Village Room, Post Office and Sandon Stores. 
In addition, the Village Notice Boards in both Sandon and Burston would be utilised, further 
flyers would be distributed by hand, and of course, all our member Councillors would be 
available to Parishioners at all times, and in any event, all Parishioners who wished to 
participate could attend our monthly Parish Council Meetings. 

 
3.7 – 9th May 2012  

At our Parish Council Meeting of the 9th May, following the first Public Meeting of the 5th April, 
and subsequent Parish Council Meeting of the 11th April, attended by a significant number of 
Parishioners and the Sandon Estate Manager, further presentations and discussions took place 
on the make up and future of our Neighbourhood Plan. 
A second Public Meeting was arranged for the 23rd May 2012 to present and discuss the 
progress made thus far, invite any further comments and representations, and look at the 
next steps for our Parish in this, our exciting journey toward our own Neighbourhood Plan. 
Notices were posted in the Village Notice Boards  to advertise the Public Meeting, flyers left at 
Sandon Village Stores, the Post Office and also distributed by hand to every property within 
the Parish to ensure all our Parishioners were included, giving them the opportunity to both 
attend and participate if they so desired. 

 
3.8 – 23rd May 2012 

Our second Public Meeting held at Sandon Parish Room, seeing a good turnout from 
Parishioners and Stakeholders alike, being some 35 Parishioners, all Parish Councillors, and 
the Sandon Estate Manager. 
 
Following on from previous meetings and discussions, further presentations were made and a 
very positive and healthy conversation and debate followed looking at all aspects of a 
Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish, including, areas of concern, what it may include, how they 
could be more involved and how we could together take our Neighbourhood Plan for our 
Parish further etc. 
At the end of this Meeting, having heard and discussed all matters raised, and with all 
attendees still present, our Parish Council took a Vote and resolved to continue with our 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
Our Parish Council stated that we would all meet once again in circa one month’s time. 

 
3.9 – 13th June 2012 

At our Parish Council meeting of the 13th June, following the second Public Meeting of the 23rd 
May, once again a significant number of our Parishioners attended, along with the Sandon 
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Estate Manager, Parish Councillors and further discussions and representations took place on 
the progressing Neighbourhood Plan. 
A further Public Meeting was proposed for the 18th June. 
Given that all those both in attendance at the Public Meeting of the 23rd May and at this 
Parish Council Meeting of the 13th June had advance notice of this third Public Meeting, we 
resolved that all those with an interest and/or had expressed a desire to participate were 
already aware of the same, so on this occasion, no further flyers were produced. 
 
Our Neighbourhood Plan was now, thanks to all the input and help from all those Parishioners 
and Stakeholders who had chosen to be actively involved, really taking shape into a formal 
document setting out the vision and aspirations for our Parish over the proposed Plan period.  
At this time, we felt we were sufficiently advanced and in such a position, so it was resolved to 
submit a formal Application to Stafford Borough Council for the designation of the 
Neighbourhood Area in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
2012, with this Area being the Parish Boundary. 

 
3.10 – 15th June 2012  

In accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, Part 2, Section 5, 
Our Application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area was formally submitted to 
Stafford Borough Council on the 15th June 2012. 

 
3.11 – 18th June 2012  

The Third Public Meeting was held on the 18th June at Sandon Parish Room, and saw a good 
turnout from Parishioners and Stakeholders alike, being some 25 Parishioners, all Parish 
Councillors and the Sandon Estate Manager. 
Following on from previous meetings and discussions, and our recent Application to Stafford 
Borough Council for the designation of our Neighbourhood Area, further presentations were 
made and a very positive and healthy conversation and debate followed looking at all aspects 
of our Neighbourhood Plan to date for our Parish, including, areas of concern, what it may 
include, how they could be more involved and how we could together take our 
Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish further etc. 
Our Plan was now well progressed by this time in many aspects, yet we were very aware to 
keep up our commitment and momentum to ensure that it was a success for all concerned. 
 
At the end of this Meeting, having heard and discussed all matters raised, and with all 
attendees still present, our Parish Council took a Vote and resolved to continue with our 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Throughout the remainder of 2012 and into 2013, we continued tirelessly to work with all 
parties concerned in further formulating and refining our Neighbourhood Plan into a formal 
document, setting out our vision, aims and objectives for the future of our Parish. 

 
3.12 – 7th February 2013 

Our Application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area was formally approved by the 
Cabinet of Stafford Borough Council on the 7th February 2013. 
 
Since this Approval, and endorsement, we continued to work effortlessly, engaging with all 
concerned and progress the formulation of our Neighbourhood Plan. 
We looked closely at all of the consultation responses received during the Application process, 
all of the representations, comments and proposals received throughout this entire process 
from Parishioners and Stakeholders alike who chose to be involved, using all of the same to 
enable the formulation of our draft submission version Neighbourhood Plan. 
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This represented a further key stage for us, in that we were now very close to having a 
complete document, and also, not resting on our laurels for a moment, knew that this version 
would still require some fine tuning and final minor amendments before being completely fit 
for purpose. 
With this in mind, we did now look toward conducting our Pre-Submission Consultations. 

 
3.13 – 1st April to 31st May 2013 

During this period, and in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
2012, Part 5, Section 14, and in conjunction with Schedule 1, Paragraph 1, and also having 
regard to the LPAs own adopted Statement of Community Involvement, its framework, vision 
and aims, we did now, from the 1st April to the 31st May 2013 conduct our Pre-Submission 
Consultations. 
 
Details of this consultation, where our pre-submission NP and its proposals could be 
inspected, and details of how to make representations were conveyed via posted notices and 
delivered leaflets, and conveyed orally to parishioners and the public alike at every 
opportunity, and at the PC meetings of March, April and May 2013 by all PC members.  
Our pre-submission NP continued to be on display and publicly available, along with comment 
and response forms, at both Sandon Village Rooms and Sandon Village Stores, being the 2 
optimum community hub locations. These were also formally notified and available at all PC 
meetings during this period. 
 
Shortly thereafter, on the 20th August 2013, Stafford Borough Council submitted to the 
Secretary of State, their Core Strategy Publication for the emerging new Local Plan for the 
Borough of Stafford, with this submission leading to an Examination in Public of this document 
by a Planning Inspector, which took place between the 23rd October and the 1st November 
2013. 
Being aware of the importance of this document and examination process, and the wider 
potential implications to us as a Parish and our Plan, we elected to ‘pause’ during this period 
and observe proceedings with interest. 

 
Following this, through the remainder of 2013 and into 2014, we continued to finalise our 
Neighbourhood Plan accordingly, and it was at this point, that we effectively wound up our 
Parish Conversation, having run its course and served its purpose extremely well….thank you 
to all those persons and parties who chose to be involved and contribute to the future 
sustainability of our Parish. 

 
3.14 – 24th January 2014  

After nearly three years of hard work and effort by all of our member Councillors, Parishioners 
and Stakeholders, who chose to be involved, we now finally had our Neighbourhood Plan, 
ready for submission …….Thank You and Well done Sandon and Burston. 

 
3.15 – January 2014 to the present day 

Since this time, extensive consultations have taken place with Stafford Borough Council and 
the Environment Agency to both refine our NP and ensure it is fit for purpose in all regards. 

 
3.16 – February 2016 

Notwithstanding the forthcoming Publicity Consultation period, to take place in lieu of 
submission of our NP to the Examiner for formal Examination, where all of our Parishioners, 
Stakeholders and Interested Parties have the simultaneous opportunity to comment, a small 
group of our Parishioners elected to make representations to us in February 2016, which, we 
have included within this document in the interests of transparency. 
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These representations are enclosed at our Appendix 6.13. 
 
4.0 – Parties Consulted 
 

There have been three key components to our consultations process; 
• Our Parish Conversation, effectively covering the period from April 2011 until December 2013. 

This was our core consultation with our Parishioners, Stakeholders and any other interested 
party who elected to participate in this process, encompassing Parish wide publicity, individual 
and group discussions, public meetings and presentations, and attendances and question and 
answer sessions at our Parish Council meetings. 

• Parish, wider and external consultations undertaken as part of our Application for Designation 
of a Neighbourhood Area in June 2012. 

• Parish, wider and external consultations including the Local Planning Authority and Schedule 1 
Consultation Bodies undertaken as part of our Pre-Submission consultation in April/May 2013. 

 
Our Parish Conversation returned some 71 formal responses from our Parish over its lifespan, made 
up of the following broad categories; 
Agree with all proposals                       = 14 
Overall agree with all proposals          = 18 
Disagree with all proposals                    = 3 
Overall disagree with all proposals     = 16 
Neither agree/disagree                           = 4 
More information required                  = 16 
 
Some response forms were signed and dated, whereas, some were not. 
It is important to note that the Sandon Estate, on behalf of itself , whilst not formally returning any 
forms, did, repeatedly verbally express their support and backing for our Plan and its proposals 
throughout this consultation process.   
 
These responses raised a number of matters and issues; a summary of these comments is below; 
• A number of respondents welcomed more market and affordable housing 
• Concerns were raised over parking provision 
• A number of respondents highlighted potential flooding issues 
• Burston Pond was the responsibility of Stafford Borough Council 
• A number of respondents suggested that Sandon should take all the development, and 

Burston be excluded 
• More Bungalows are welcome 
• Sandon Cricket Ground needs a car park 
• Sandon and Burston are two separate villages 
• A number of respondents didn’t want to see any change anywhere and objected to everything  
• Speeding traffic 
• More employment and rural jobs welcomed 

 
A total of 29 comments were received on our Sandon and Burston Neighbourhood Area Application, 
consisting of the following respondents; 
 
18 Parishioners 
1 Councillor 
Western Power Distribution 
SCC School Organisation 
Natural England 
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Environment Agency 
Colwich Parish Council 
English Heritage 
Network Rail 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 
Coal Authority 
Inland Waterways Association 
 
A summary of the comments is below: 
 

• Natural England had no comments but forwarded guidance applicable to plan making 
 
• Several comments welcomed further working with the Parish Council on the detail of the 
plan including Staffordshire County Council Education and the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 
• The Neighbourhood Plan should have regard to the delivery of the Water 
Framework Directive 
• The historic parkland at Sandon Hall should be protected 
• The plan should have regard to the flood plain and all watercourses 
• The Neighbouring Parish Council, Colwich Parish Council, have no objection to the 
designation as a Neighbourhood Area 
• Network Rail have no objections but wished to be consulted on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan 
• English Heritage had no comments 
• 8 objections to the designation of a Neighbourhood Area were associated with Sandon and 
Burston being two separate villages with separate character, flood issues, existing road 
infrastructure being inadequate for development and impact on open countryside 
• Several comments wished to see Burston excluded from the boundary with no 
neighbourhood plan for the village 
• Several comments referred to individual sites that had been presented to the community 
prior to the application to designate the neighbourhood area 
• The Draft Neighbourhood Plan will need to take into account the size of Burston, road 
infrastructure and environmental impact of future development 
• 3 comments supported the boundary 
• Staffordshire Wildlife Trust commented that there are several local wildlife sites within the 
boundary and several other sites with potential for biodiversity importance. The Parish 
Council should base the plan on up to date environmental evidence, with information 
provided regarding where data is available. 
• Inland Waterways Association are content with the boundary and wish to be consulted on 
the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
• Western Power Distribution may have a number of strategic electricity distribution circuits 
within the boundary and offer information for consideration in identifying sites for 
development 

 
A total of 14 comments were received on our Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Submission Consultation. 
 
Those consulted included; 
 
Parishioners who elected to participate 
Stafford Borough Council 
Schedule 1 Consultation Bodies, being; 
Staffordshire County Council 
Coal Authority 
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Homes and Communities Agency 
Natural England 
Environment Agency 
English Heritage 
Network Rail 
Highways Agency 
Marine Management Organisation 
Staffordshire Police 
Staffordshire Fire Brigade 
West Midlands Ambulance Service 
Ministry of Defence 
Mobile Operators Association 
National Health Service 
Western Power Distribution 
National Grid 
Severn Trent Water 
SCC School Organisation 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 
Department for Communities and Local Government 
 
A summary of the comments is below; 
 

•  Several respondents had no further comments including the Coal Authority, Highways 
Agency, Marine Management Organisation and Ministry of Defence. 

• Several comments welcomed further working with our Parish Council on the detail of the Plan 
including Network Rail, Staffordshire County Council Education and the Staffordshire Wildlife 
Trust. 

• The Home and Communities Agency applauds the recognition of need for affordable housing 
through the proposed selection of potential sites. 

• The Environment Agency supports the intention to preserve the fabric, character and setting 
of this area whilst enabling limited expansion, and highlighted the existing floodzones within 
the same. 

• Trentham Tower at Sandon Park is on the Heritage at Risk Register. 
• The National Health Service supports the Plan, stating the proposals will make a positive 

contribution to the health and wellbeing of the local population, and that medical services 
have the capacity to accommodate additional residents into the area. 

• Staffordshire Wildlife Trust support the Plan, stating that the aim of enabling some growth 
and change whilst preventing adverse effects on the environment would be a positive step 
towards sustainability. 

• Stafford Borough Council fully supports our initiative to produce our Neighbourhood Plan. 
They expressed in their view, the need for further clarification on a number of aspects of this 
draft before final submission. 

 
Site specific consultations have taken place with the Environment Agency between January and 
October 2015 in respect of our proposed NP allocations listed below to review and determine the 
matter and potential implication of flood risk at these locations; 
Project 8 – Land adjacent to Burston Hall 
Projects 9/10 – Land at Burston Lane 
Project 11 – The Green Bungalow. 
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A detailed assessment and evidence is provided at Section 6.2 of our NP Basic Conditions Statement 
and Sections 5.0 to 8.4 of our NP Evidence Base Document respectively. 
 
5.0 - Amendments to our Plan and its Proposals following Consultation 
 
Our Parish Council / Working Party, not only being the Qualifying Body but also the Party created to 
both lead and manage this process, has, over the course of these consultations, considered carefully 
all those presentations, representations, ideas and respondent comments, resulting in those 13 
projects being put forward. 
There have been a number of changes made along the way as this process has evolved, for instance, 
those community projects originally proposed for Sandon Village Room and Sandon War Memorial 
have been removed for instance due to successfully and independently reaching funding targets and 
those works necessary being conducted respectively etc. 
The original proposal for expansion at The Greyhound Inn at Burston has been removed at the 
request of the owner. 
An alternative proposal has been added at Burston lane in Burston following comments received. 
Additional projects at the Green Bungalow, Castle View and Butterhill Cottage have all been added 
following requests from the owners, and, some of the more unrealistic proposals for instance, such 
as, using the culvert under the A51 as a pedestrian subway, and replacing the right turn filter lane off 
the A51 onto Burston Lane with a Traffic Island, have of course been removed. 
 
In summary, 
All the ideas, proposals and comments received have been duly considered in a realistic context, and 
one that takes account of the most up to date and current wider aims and objectives of the Local 
Authority, as laid out within its own adopted PSB Part 1 Local Plan. 
 
There have been numerous changes along the way, with some easy, and not so easy decisions made, 
all in a democratic manner, with the overriding context throughout being that of considering each 
proposal against its own individual and collective merit and wider contribution toward the future 
sustainability and well being of our Parish, which, on balance, we consider those included do 
achieve. 
 
6.0 - Appendices 
 
Included within the Appendix items are relevant extract agendas and minutes from all Parish Council 
meetings from March 2011 through to February 2013. 
Whilst this is not exhaustive, we consider that these represent the critical mass in this context, being 
the key period in terms of consultations etc, hence their inclusion. 
 
The enclosed Public Meeting flyer for the 23rd May 2012 mistakenly states through typing error that 
this was the ‘third’ public meeting when it was indeed the second. 
This was not identified until after printing, so was left unamended in order to reduce printing costs 
and our carbon footprint. 
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6.1 – Stafford Borough Council/Staffordshire Parish Councils Association Neighbourhood Planning 
         Presentation 
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 6.2 – Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting Agendas and Minutes 2011 
 

 
1. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 9th March 2011 (minutes) 

10/165.1 – Councillor Shaw raised the item of Neighbourhood Planning in respect of the 
Parish of Sandon and Burston. 
10/166.3.3 – A report to the Parish Council by the Clerk on presentations given by Stafford 
Borough Council Forward Planning on Neighbourhood Plans. 
 

2. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 13th April 2011 (minutes) 
11/011.1 – Councillor Shaw raised issues regarding the proposed changes to the Planning 
System, the Localism Bill and specifically Neighbourhood Plans. 
11/011.1.1 – RESOLVED to move forward and consider formulation of a Neighbourhood Plan 
for the Parish. Councillor Shaw to present information at a future meeting. 
11/012.2.2 – Parish Forum to be held at the Civic Centre on 29th September 7.00pm. 

 
3. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 13th July 2011 (agenda) 

14. – Oustanding Matters – Reports and Updates 
14.4 – Councillor Shaw. Localism Bill and Neighbourhood Plans. 

 
4. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 13th July 2011 (minutes) 

11/029.4 – Councillor Shaw. Localism Bill and Neighbourhood Plans. 
Presentation and update by Councillor Shaw including the distribution of Parish Maps to 
Member Councillors. The basic question being, what would parishioners like to see in terms 
of development locations and more particularly which locations should be identified as areas 
where no development should take place. An example of the latter being the Trent Valley 
between Aston by Stone and Sandon, and maybe lower down the valley. 
Possible Neighbourhood Plan involving adjacent parish areas, like Aston which is within the 
Parish of Stone Rural. 

 
5. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 10th August 2011 (agenda) 

7. - Outstanding Matters – Reports and Updates 
7.8 – Neighbourhood Plans 
13. - Correspondence 
13.2.3 – Stafford Neighbourhhod Plans. Website information. 
13.3 – Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association 
13.3.1 – Weekly email updates for information, particularly the Localism Bill. 

 
6. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 10th August 2011 (minutes) 

11/045.8 – Neighbourhood Plans 
11/045.8.1 – Presentation by Councillor Shaw on outline considerations for future 
development/restriction on development, in principle, with Member Councillors to consider 
how they wish to see future development by identifying areas on Parish Maps provided. 
For future discussions with parishioners and eventual embodiment within the Borough 
Future Planning Departments LDF document. This Neighbourhood Plan could include, with 
co-operation, areas within neighbouring parishes. 
11/051.2.3 – Stafford Neighbourhood Plans. Direction to website information. 
11/051.3 – Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association 
Information passed onto Council Members by email as appropriate, particularly related to 
the Localism Bill. 
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7. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 14th September 2011 (agenda) 

7. – Outstanding Matters – Reports and Updates 
7.6 – Neighbourhood Plans 
13. – Correspondence 
13.2.3 – Parish Forum Thursday 29th September Civic Centre Stafford 7.00pm 
13.2.4 – LDF The Plan for Stafford Borough. Consulation September and October. 

 
8. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 14th September 2011 (minutes) 

11/061.6 – Neighbourhood Plans 
11/061.6.1 – Continuation of the discussion on outline considerations for future 
development within the Parish. Proposals from Member Councillors to be collated by 
Councillor Shaw. 
11/066 – Correspondence 
11/066.2.3 – Parish Forum. Thursday 29th September 7.00pm. For information. 
11/066.2.4 – LDF The Plan for Stafford Borough Council. Response required after October 
meeting date. Agenda item for October. 

 
9. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 12th October 2011 (agenda) 

7. – Outstanding Matters – Reports and Updates 
7.5 – Neighbourhood Plans 
13. – Correspondence 
13.2.1 – Parish Forum Report from 29th September meeting 
13.2.2 – LDF Consultation Response 

 
10. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 12th October 2011 (minutes) 

11/076.5 – Neighbourhood Plans 
11/076.5.1 – Councillor Shaw’s report on progress. The composite map including the 
observations of Member Councillors was now coming together. 
Councillor Shaw to attend the Borough Council Planning Forum on 17th October. 

 
11. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 9th November 2011 (agenda) 

6. Outstanding Matters – Reports and Updates 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
12. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 9th November 2011 (minutes) 

11/091.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
11/091.2.1 – Councillor Shaw’s report on progress. 
A Draft Plan was presented to Council Member for comment. 
11/091.2.2 – The way forward. Once agreed by Council the next step would be to submit the 
document to Stafford Borough Council (Forward Planning – Alex Yendole) for comments in 
principle, not detail, therefater it would be submitted to an Independent Examiner. 
Following that process the Borough Council would organise a Parish Referendum. 
11/091.2.3 – It was proposed to display the documents and maps in Sandon Parish Room 
sometime in January or February. To be advertised in the Compass Magazine. 
Also it was proposed to hold discussions with the Sandon Estate as the major land and 
property owner of the Parish. 
11/097.2 – Stafford Borough Council 
11/097.2.1 – Parish Planning Forum – attended by Councillor Shaw. 
Minutes received from the Borough relating to Neighbourhood Plans, Affordable Housing 
and Enforcement were circulated. For Information. 
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13. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 14th December 2011 (agenda) 
6. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates. 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12. – Correspondence 
12.3 – Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association 
12.3.1 – Weekly email updates for information. Localism Bill, Neighbourhood Plans. 

14. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 14th December 2011 (minutes) 
11/106.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
11/106.2.1 – Councillor Shaw’s report on progress. 
A meeting had been arranged with Stafford Borough Forward Planning – Alex Yendole, set 
for 12th January 2012. 
11/106.2.2 – RESOLVED to arrange a meeting with the Sandon Estate Manager as soon as 
possible. 

            The meeting was adjourned to explain the Neighbourhood Plan process to Mrs  
            Sheppard (a parishioner in attendance). 
            The meeting was reconvened thereafter 
 
 
    6.3 – Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting Agenda and Minutes 2012 
 
 

1. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 11th January 2012 (agenda) 
6. Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
2. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 11th January 2012 (minutes) 

11/121.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
11/121.2.1 – Councillor Shaw’s report on progress. 
The meeting with Stafford Borough Forward Planning – Alex Yendole confirmed for 12th 
January 2012. 
11/121.2.2 – Councillor C A Jackson report. Meeting arranged with Sandon Estate Manager 
on Friday 13th January 2012. Councillor Millingotn and Councillor Shaw to attend. 

 
3. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 8th February 2012 (agenda) 

6. Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12. – Correspondence 
12.3.2 – NALC/CPRE Publication “A Guide to Neighbourhood Planning” 
12.3.3 – Planning Seminar 7th March 2012. 

 
4. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 8th February 2012 (minutes) 

11/136.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
11/136.2.1 – The Chairman reported that a meeting had taken place with Mr Duncan, 
Sandon Estate Manager, and three Parish Councillors, Councillors C A Jackson, Millington, 
and Shaw. 
Mr Duncan had come along to the meeting tonight to present ideas on the development of 
the Neighbourhood Plan, outlining the areas in which the Estate may be involved. 
11/136.2.2 – Councillor Shaw reported on the useful meeting that had taken place with 
Stafford Borough Council Forward Planning, Mr Yendole. Conclusion was that we were on 
the right track. 
 

16 
 



The meeting was adjourned to receive Mr Duncan’s presentation and reconvened 
thereafter. 

 
11/136.2.3 – Sandon Estate very much welcomes the opportunity to be involved. 
Lord Harrowby has been given a copy of the draft plan, takes a positive view and would 
welcome the opportunity to meet with Council Members at Sandon Hall. 
It was considered an opportunity to integrate ideas and produce a Neighbourhood Plan that 
was of benefit to the long term sustainability of the estate and the Parish. 
If there was a need to involve a Planning Consultant then the Estate may contribute to the 
cost. 
Specific Estate sites and building were then mentioned and there was an underlining theme 
on the need to provide employment as well as housing by bringing into use mainly existing 
Estate buildings. Trying to get economic activity going. 
Dog Farm already had an approved plan to provide eight workshop units that could provide 
employment opportunities. 
Stonebench Farm. Possible Retail/Workshop use, rather than residential. 
Dog and Doublet had recently been restored by the Lewis Partnership. 
Coutts House was a problem. Plans for a Play School had been rejected by the Borough. 
Cannon Lodge a site for possible Residential, Small Hotel, Nursing home development. 
Sandon Parish Room and the Club House in need of an upgrade. 
Possible residential sites; between Gerrad Cottage and Chapel House, land adjacent to Grove 
Farm and rear of Dog Farm. 
 
11/136.2.4 – RESOLVED that Member Councillors should take the opportunity to meet Lord 
Harrowby and Mr Duncan to progress the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Meeting to be arranged between the Chairman and Mr Duncan. 
11/142.3 – Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association 
11/142.3.2 – Councillor Jackson to attend the Planning Seminar on 7th March with Councillor 
Shaw. 

 
5. Sandon and Bursaton Parish Council Meeting – 14th March 2012 (agenda) 

6. Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12. Correspondence 
12.3.2 – Planning Seminar 7th March 2012. Report 

 
6. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting – 14th March 2012 (minutes) 

11/152.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
11/152.2.1 – Report of the meeting involving Lord Harrowby, the Estate Manager (Mr 
Duncan) and Parish Councillors Jackson, Shaw and Millington. 
Positive meeting discussing the integration of Estate Buildings and Land into the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
11/152.2.2 – RESOLVED to organise an Open Public Meeting to publicise the Plan. Displaying 
the mapped proposals, presenting information and requesting comments from those 
attending. Date provisionally set for Thursday 5th April. 
11/158.3.2 – Planning Seminar 7th March 2012. Report. No report, problems attending. 

 
7. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 11th April 2012 (agenda) 

6. Neighbourhood Plan 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
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8. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 11th April 2012 (minutes) 
12/006 – Public Participation 
The Parish Council meeting was adjourned for Parishioners to discuss the Neighbourhood 
Plan proposals. 
 
12/006.1 – The Chairman invited Mr Duncan, the Sandon Estate Manager, to address the 
meeting to outline the Estates view of Neighbourhood Planning. 7.40pm until 8.00pm. 
 
The land area of the Estate was some 4700 Acres with approximately two thirds of the land 
in Sandon and Burston Parish. Sandon Park accounted for 800 Acres. 

 
There were twenty eight long-term tenancy farms of which five were smallholdings. 
Thirteen were dairy farms the remainder beef and sheep – not all were sufficiently viable to 
support a family. 
There were eighty properties on the Estate of which approximately eighteen were 
permanently occupied associated with working farms, twenty seven were occupied at 
concessionary rents, others were let. The remainder were short term rented properties. 
The policy was to upgrade properties not to sell. 
There were five relatively new bungalows the remainder were old and twenty one of them 
were listed. 
There were twenty employees of which four were office based. 
The weakness of the initial Neighbourhood Plan was the need to address issue such as Local 
Business, Employment and Wellbeing. 
The Sandon Estate maintained in part at their expense enterprises that were based at Estate 
properties :- Sandon Hall, Stores, Dog and Doublet, Oak Tree Farm Rural Project, Pheasant 
Raising, Sandon Parish Room, Saw Mills, Village Club (the base for Day Nursery and other 
clubs and societies). 
 
The properties that the Estate would like to see developed :- 
Dog Farm – Four Rural Office Units 
Coutts House but it is a problem 
Stonebench Farm Retail Outlets (small individual craft type shops) 
 
The land that the Estate would provide for development :- 
Land between Sandon Lodge and Dog Farm 
Other various plots for residential development 
Need for bungalows for the ageing population. 

 
War Memorial No Plans. It’s existence is safe. Estate owned and maintained. 
 
HS2 Concerns. Possibility that it will run through the Parish adjacent to other lines. 
 
Mr Duncan than summarised the Estate views. To realise plans money would have to come 
from outside the existing Estate Model. 
 
12/006.2 – Short question and answer session involving Mr Duncan and Mr Beales. 
12/006.3 – Statement from Mr Clifford – Sandon had been consulted but not Burston. 
12/006.4 – The Chairman invited Councillor Shaw to make a statement. 
12/006.4.1 – Councillor Shaw outlined his interest in the Plan, namely the provision of two 
dwellings for family members in the Paddock of the family home. 
12/006.5 – Statement from Mr Wildblood. Outlining the itnenetions to arrange a meeting of 
all Burston residents inviting their input and ideas into formulating a Plan for Burston as a 
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sensible and democratic way to proceed. Denying the suggestion of trying to put a wedge 
between Sandon and Burston. 
12/006.6 – The discussions continued on the differences between Sandon and Burston and 
the need to stay united. 
12/006.1 – Councillor Ken Jackson statement imploring unity, “together we should go 
forward for everyone in the village” 

 
12/006.7 – Questions and comments raised about Rural Exception Sites and Affordable 
Housing, in particular the location identified in Burston. 
12/006.8 – Questions and comments raised regarding Burston Pool, ownership and 
responsibilities. 
12/006.8.1 – Statement from Mr Spragg, Simon Hartley Fishing Club, they had arranged a 
meeting with Stafford Borough Council regarding the future and the continuation of fishing. 
12/006.9 – The Chairman asked Mr Wildblood if he could come back in a months time with 
the result of Burston deliberations. The response was that we will do our best. 
12/006.10 – Question regarding the future access opportunities to view the Plans. 
12/006.10.1 – Response from the Chairman. That it would look at making the Plans available 
in The Parish Room on Tuesdays when the Post Office was using the room, subject to the 
cooperation of others. Copies of the present Plans would also be available at Sandon Stores. 
 
The Public Participation on the Neighbourhood Plan concluded at 9.30pm. 
All Parishioners, Councillor Harp and Mr Spragg left the meeting. 
The meeting was then reconvened. 

 
12/007.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
At the Parish Meeting to discuss the proposals, 49 Parishioners were present plus 3 Parish 
Councillors and the District Councillors Frances Beatty and Andrew Harp 
12/007.2.1 – RESOLVED to arrange a public meeting after the Annual Parish Assembly. 

 
9. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 9th May 2012 (agenda) 

12. Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
12.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
10. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 9th May 2012 (minutes) 

12/025 – Public Participation 
The Parish Council meeting was adjourned for the involvement of Parishioners in the 
discussion on Outstanding Matters issues. 8.35pm until 9.30pm. 
12/025.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12/025.2.1 – Report presented by the Chairman 
12/025.2.2 – Open Meeting on the Plan arranged for Wednesday 23rd May. 
12/025.2.3 – Comment from Parishioners on the lack of opportunity to view the present 
Plans. 
12/025.2.4 – Presentation by Councillor Shaw including reference to a reply received from 
Central Government regarding a question raised regarding Stafford Borough Council’s 
approach to lack of support and enactment of the Localism Bill with respect to 
Neighbourhood Plans. 

 
11. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 13th June 2012 (agenda) 

5. Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
5.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
5.2.1 – Letter from Stafford Borough Council Mr Manders 
5.2.2 – Request from Mr Keenan for information 
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11. Correspondence 
 

11.2 – Stafford Borough Council 
11.2.2 – Neighbourhood Plan – Help Sheet 
11.3 – Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association 
11.3.2 – Stafford Area Meeting Thursday 14th June at Gnosall. Including presentations by the 
Borough Council and Community Council of Staffordshire on Neighbourhood Planning. 
 

12. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 13th June 2012 (minutes) 
12/036 – Public Participation  
The Parish Council meeting was adjourned for the involvement of Parishioners and open 
discussion on Burston pool and the Neighbourhood Plan until 8.55pm. 
12/036.5 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12/036.5.1 – Open meeting on the 23rd May at which 35 parishioners attended. The date of 
8th June was set as a deadline to receive submissions and a plan to be prepared for the next 
open meeting on 18th June. 
12/036.5.2 – A discussion followed mainly dealing with options and whether or not the 
referendum would give the opportunity for parishioners to vote on each aspect of the Plan 
with suggestions that there was a risk that the referendum would fail due to the inclusion of 
unpopular aspects of the Plan. 
The Chairman stated that the Plan as a whole would be subject to the referendum, “all or 
nothing” 
The Public Participation concluded at 8.50pm. 
12/037.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12/037.2.1 – Letter from Mr Manders Head of Planning and Regeneration – Stafford 
Borough. 
Clarification of the Borough Council’s role and the requirements placed on the Parish Council 
including the decision to produce a Neighbourhood Plan and apply to the Local Planning 
Authority for designation of a Neighbourhood Area. 
 
12/037.2.1.1 – RESOLVED that the Parish Council produces a Neighbourhood Plan and 
applies to Stafford Borough Council for designation of the Neighbourhood Area as the Parish 
of Sandon and Burston. 
12/037.2.2 – RESOLVED to submit an application to Stafford Borough Council –  
“Application to designate a Neighbourhood Area Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012” 
Involving a statement that the Parish Council is a relevant body, specifying the extent of the 
Neighbourhood Area with a Parish Boundary Plan. 
At this time the County and District Councillors and half the parishioners left, 9.00pm. 
12/043.2.2 – Neighbourhood Plan – Help Sheet. Circulated to member Councillors and 
Parishioners. For Information. 

 
13. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 11th July 2012 (agenda) 

6. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
14. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 11th July 2012 (minutes) 

12/051.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12/051.2.1 – email received from Mr E Manders, Stafford Borough Council, Head of Planning 
and Regeneration. Acknowledgement of the Parish Councils application for Designation of a 
Neighbourhood Area. Dated 10th July 2012. 
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12/057.3.2 – Report for the Chairman and Councillor Shaw on their attendance at the 
Stafford Area Meeting 14th June at Gnosall. Presentations on Neighbourhood Planning. 

 
15. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 8th August 2012 (agenda) 

6. – Outstanding Matters 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
16. Sandon and Burston Parish Council 

Correspondence from the Parish Council (Chairman, Councillor Jackson) to Mr Manders with 
regard to the Application for Designation of a Neighbourhood Area, and in response to his 
email of the 10th July 2012. Dated 8th August 2012. 

 
17. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 8th August 2012 (minutes) 

12/064.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12/064.2.1 – No information on progress regarding the application for Designation of a 
Neighbourhood Area, dtated 10th July 2012, received. 
12/064.2.2 – RESOLVED to write to Mr E Manders, Stafford Borough Council, Head of 
Planning and Regeneration requesting a progress report. 

 
18. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 12th September 2012 (agenda) 

6. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates. 
6.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
19. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 12th September 2012 (minutes) 

12/076 – Public Participation 
12/076.1 – Mrs Selby asked a question relating to the current consultation process regarding 
the Neighbourhood Plan. The consultation being on the Neighbourhood Plan Area and not 
on contents of the Plan itself. 
12/077.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
A consultation was in progress with regard to the Plan designated Area being the Parish 
Boundary. The consultation period ends on 10th October 2012. 

 
20. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 10th October 2012 (agenda) 

5. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
5.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
21. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 10th October 2012 (minutes) 

12/088 – Public Participation 
12/076.1 – Mrs Selby asked a question relating to the current consultation process regarding 
the Neighbourhood Plan. The consultation being on the Neighbourhood Plan Area and not 
on the contents itself. 
12/076.1.1 – Councillor Shaw outlined the process. Expressing the view that it would be a 
further 3 to 4 months before parishioners would be consulted on the Plan itself, assuming 
that the Neighbourhood Plan Area was approved. 
12/089.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
The consultation period on the Plan Designated Area being the Parish Boundary ended 
today. 
12/089.2.1 – In response to a Parish Council request to Parishioners to confirm that their 
original proposals for development on their land were still applicable. 
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The following confirmations to proceed were received from:- 
N & C Ash, J & E Donnelly, P & L Shaw, S Thomas, J Pedley, Sandon Estate (verbal). 
Those not wishing to proceed:- 
A & J Jordan. 

 
22. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 14th November 2012 (agenda) 

5. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
5.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
23. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 14th November 2012 (minutes) 

12/101.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
Following consultation it was expected that Stafford Borough Council (Cabinet) would make 
a decision in January 2013 on the proposed Plan Designated Area being the Parish Boundary. 

 
24. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 12th December 2012 (agenda) 

5. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
5.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
25. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 12th December 2012 (minutes) 

12/109. – Apologies 
12/109.3 – Council Quorum 
As only two Member Councillors were present the Parish Council did not proceed. 

 
  6.4 – Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting Agenda and Minutes 2013  
 
 

1. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 9th January 2013 (agenda) 
5. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
5.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 

 
2. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 9th January 2013 (minutes) 

12/121.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
Waiting for the Borough Council meeting which will consider the Plan Area proposals. 

 
3. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 13th February 2013 (agenda) 

5. – Outstanding Matters. Reports and Updates 
5.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
 

4. Sandon and Burston Parish Council Meeting 13th February 2013 (minutes) 
12/132.2 – Neighbourhood Plan 
12/132.2.1 – Clerk’s Report. It is believed that the Borough Council have approved the 
designated area but no official notice has been received. 
12/138.3 – Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association 
12/138.3.3 – Stafford Area Meeting. Notice of meeting and proposal for a Neighbourhood 
Plan Group for mutual benefit for Parish Councils producing a Plan. 
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6.5 – Neighbourhood Plan Response Forms 
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6.6 – Public Meeting Flyer – April 2012 
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6.7 – Public Meeting Flyer – May 2012 
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6.8 – Sandon and Burston Application for Designation of a Neighbourhood Area – June 2012 
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6.9 – Neighbourhood Area Consultation Responses 
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6.10  – Stafford Borough Council Cabinet Agenda February 2013 
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6.11 – Stafford Borough Council Cabinet Minutes February 2013 
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6.12 – Pre – Submission Consultation Responses 
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6.13 – February 2016 Representations 
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